WHAT’S COMING UP
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December 4th
National Cookie Day
December 6th
Hanukkah Ends
December 7th
National Letter Writing Day
Remember Pearl Harbor Day
December 9th
Christmas Card Day
December 13th
National Guard Birthday
December 17th
National Ugly Sweater Day
December 21th
Crossword Puzzle Day
December 24th
Christmas Eve
December 25th
Christmas Day
December 26th
Kwanzaa Begins
December 31st
New Year’s Eve

Dear Rosewood Residents and Families,
We are so grateful for each of you, and look forward to celebrating
this Christmas season together. We look forward to the Winter
Wonderland that will be created at Rosewood this year, with our annual
Christmas Tree Extravaganza, and wreaths and garland throughout
the community. Does anyone feel like warm apple cider and Christmas
desserts? Get ready, as we plan on having plenty to share.
I am also thankful that many of our residents and staff have had
their COVID-19 booster vaccines and flu vaccines that were recently
administered. If you did not have an opportunity to get yours, please let
Rhonda Sharpe, our Director of Nursing know. Also, it’s not too late to
have the Moderna vaccine if needed as well, just ask for your consent
form. We want all of our residents to review their medical records to
determine if they have had a pneumonia vaccine within the last five
years. This has become a priority at Rosewood, and we would like
everyone to seriously consider the benefits of this vaccine.
We are so happy that Ricky Studdard, our Rosewood-Tapestry
Chaplain, is available to all residents and staff for counseling of any
kind. The Chaplain is available to anyone at Rosewood— there is NO
requirement that you be on Hospice. There are many benefits to sharing
your concerns with a spiritual leader like Ricky. He will be sharing his
heart with you during upcoming devotions. Please reach out to him by
contacting our receptionist, and arrange a time to meet with him.
Our new dental program with Dr. Webb is now available. We have
sent out consent forms for the initial exams. Your dental health is so
important, so please speak with Rhonda Sharp with any questions about
the program. Many of our residents are in much need of this oral care.
Do not put this off any longer as your health may depend on it.
We hope you are getting in the Christmas spirit! How do you think we
can best share the wonderful birth and life of Jesus this season? What
can we do to make a difference with our families, friends, and staff at
Rosewood? My hope and prayer are that each of you will have a most
memorable Christmas and that God may bless you and your families
with peace, joy, and good health.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Greg Pflug,
Executive Director

COMMUNITY NEWS

WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO

BARBARA AND CHINCHILLA

BEN L .

–

VETERANS DAY

November was a good month. With the leaves changing,
the weather getting cooler, and the holiday season
starting, there is a buzz of excitement around the
building. We have had more great staff join our team,
new clubs, and fun activities in November.
Residents enjoyed a special trip up Lookout Mountain
to see the fall foliage. We sang songs, and enjoyed great
conversation. Many residents have lived in the area for
decades, but were still amazed at the beauty of the fall
colors.
Some of our favorite special events included a trip to
the International Towing Museum, our monthly Men’s
Prayer Breakfast, as well as “Friendsgiving.”
For Friendsgiving, residents brought or we acquired
their favorite snacks to share with others. We sat around
drinking eggnog or apple cider while we ate and chatted
about our favorite holiday traditions. Some favorites
included watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
and gathering with family to cook, eat, laugh, nap, and,
ahem…watch football.

ASHLEY COOK

–

VETERANS DAY

The Chattanooga Zoo is now coming every month to
share about an animal with us. This month it was a
chinchilla! He was so fluff y and soft. Sadly, we were told
we couldn’t keep him.
For Veterans Day, Chaplain James, US Air Force veteran,
came and gave a special devotion and presentation for
our veterans. He sang patriotic hymns, and each veteran
and wife or widow of a veteran got a special pendant. He
even went to our bedridden veterans' rooms to give them
a special pendant.
We also started clubs this month so that residents could
get to know each other on a deeper level, and have
activities on the weekends. So far, we have a book club,
poker club (any card games), and a combined puzzle/
paint by number club!
Residents continued to enjoy our various other activities
including art projects, devotions, Cooking Club, and
exercise.

FUN FACTS
» December’s traditional birthstone is turquoise. It is considered a symbol of good fortune and success.
Zircon and tanzanite are also considered to be December birthstones.
» December’s birth flowers are the holly (Ilex aquifolium) and the paperwhite Narcissus (Euphorbia
pulcherrima)— a relative of the daffodil with lovely white blooms.
» Look skyward on the night of December 13th after 9:00 p.m. for a chance to catch a glimpse of the
Geminid meteors. The Geminid meteor shower is the most active shower of the year.
1

DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

WHAT’S NEW? UPCOMING EVENTS IN DECEMBER
New Hair Stylist

We have a new stylist, Tina Wright. She is here on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am to 4pm.
Call her at 706-913-0823 to set up an
appointment for you or your loved one.

Enlighten Program

We are also very excited to be partnering with
the Weston Group to launch the Enlighten
Program this month. They will be working with
our Pathways/Memory Care residents. The
program uses individualized ability-based therapy
to maximize safety and improve the residents’
quality of life. We are looking forward to being
able to engage our residents in a meaningful and
more intentional way.

New Chaplin

We have partnered with Tapestry Hospice’s
chaplain, Ricky Studdard, to have a chaplain
available to all of our residents and staff! He
will be here once a week for a few hours to lead
devotion, pray with residents, and council those
who may need it.

Dentist

Rosewood has also partnered with a dentist to
promote oral health. They will provide cleanings,
and address any other dental needs. Dental
health is directly related to overall health, so we
are excited to be able to offer more in-house
services to promote wellness and prolong our
residents’ lives while also improving quality of life.

If you would like more information about any of these programs, contact Amber Jordan, Life Enrichment
Director, at 706-980-4020.

COMMUNITY STORY
This is the season when gifts are given,
memories are made, and joy is abundant.
As you are driving around, you can see FedEx and other
delivery services speeding around leaving packages
outside of homes, or you may be excitedly awaiting yours
to be delivered. Everyone is eager to open those packages.
Yet, sometimes a package just stays on the front porch
unopened. When I see this, I think the giver would be
awfully hurt if they knew it was just sitting there.
In Ephesians 2, God tells us about “the gift” that He sent
to us. This ultimate gift is the gift of salvation through
Jesus Christ. The problem with this gift is that many
people leave it outside of their lives, unopened. It is
forgotten and neglected, like the gifts we put up, to regift
the following year.

life with Him, saving us from an eternity of torment due
to the separation from God. God also sent this gift so His
Spirit could live within us to comfort and guide us.

Is God’s gift waiting outside of your life for you to open
it? God longs for you to open His gift… If Jesus is in your
life, do you treat God’s greatest gift to you as you should?
God’s gift, Jesus Christ, was the ultimate gift, for all
Or do you treat Jesus as a gift that doesn’t mean that
people and all nations. The only thing he asks of us in
much to you? Like the fruitcake that is passed from one
return is to let Him into your life. John 1:12 tells us– But family member to the next, without a thought until your
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
sister opens it with a smile and says “wow, we got each
become children of God, even to those who believe in His other the same gift this year.” I would like to challenge
name. And Romans 10:9 That if you confess with your
you this season: open the door, unwrap your gift, and
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
instead of putting it on the self to collect dust, this is the
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
one gift you can proudly share. Amber and I are always
available to talk or pray with you. May you have a blessed
God sent us Jesus to not only forgive our sins, but to
wash them away forever. This forgiveness gives us eternal Christmas, and a very happy New Year. — Karina
THE ROSEWOOD AT FORT OGLETHORPE
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FROM THE BLOG

The History of the Christmas Tree
The Christmas tree has become such an integral part of
the way we celebrate this important holiday. Whether
you prefer a live or artificial tree, white or colored
twinkle lights, glass ornaments or handmade, you
probably have traditionally put up and decorated a tree
with your family and loved ones in the days leading up
to December 25th. But when did this tradition begin
and why?
The history of the Christmas tree actually dates all the
way back to ancient Egypt and Rome, and continues
with the German tradition of candle lit Christmas trees
which made their way to America back in the 1800s.
3
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All the Way from Germany
Our holiday tradition of tree trimming can be credited
to the Germans, as in the 16th century, devout
Christians brought decorated trees into their homes.
It’s also a widely held belief that it was Martin Luther,
the Protestant reformer, who was the first one to add
candles to a tree, inspired by a late night walk and the
brilliance of the stars blinking among the evergreen
trees. To recreate this beauty for his family, he affixed
lighted candles to a tree in the main room of his home.
In the early 20th century, Americans started to adopt

this tradition, decorating their own trees with mainly
homemade ornaments, while the German-Americans
continued to use items like apples, nuts, and marzipan.
Of course, electricity brought Christmas lights that
could remain aglow for long periods of time, and with
this, Christmas trees began to pop up in town squares
across the country.

Rockefeller Center Tree
The official lighting of this iconic Christmas tree began
in 1933, and has continued ever since. The tallest ever
Christmas tree displayed at Rockefeller Center arrived
in 1948, and it was a Norway Spruce measuring 100 feet
tall. Nowadays, his iconic Christmas tree is generally
decorated with more than 25,000 Christmas lights, and
each year, millions of people make it a mission to lay
eyes on this incredible holiday display in New York City.
Every Christmas tree, no matter how grandiose or
humble, serves to help us usher in the spirit of the
season, and decorating them has become a beautiful
tradition for many Americans.

5 FUN FACTS ABOUT THE
CLASSIC WHITE CHRISTMAS
The holiday classic film, White Christmas,
was released in 1954, and whether or not
you’re a fan of musicals, you’ve likely seen
this one a time or two around the holidays.
You can probably sing along to most of the
numbers in the movie, but there are likely a
few things you didn’t know about the film and
its production. For instance…
1. The film’s title track predates the movie
by more than a decade! The song White
Christmas was composed by Irving Berlin
in 1940, and sung by Bing Crosby on his
Christmas radio show long before the movie
was produced.
2. The film was originally set to star Bing
Crosby and Fred Astaire. The project was
initially concepted as the third installment of
an unofficial trilogy of musicals starring Bing
Crosby and Fred Astaire, of which Holiday Inn
and Blue Skies were the first two.
3. Danny Kaye was a last minute casting
decision. Donald O’Connor was originally set
to play the character of Phil Davis, but he fell
ill shortly before production began. Danny
Kaye was offered the role and requested a
salary of $200,000 plus a percentage of the
film’s gross. They honored his request!
4. Rosemary Clooney could not dance.
Singing is her bread and butter, and you’ll
note that Clooney only has two short dance
scenes in the movie, both of which have very
simple choreography.
5. Crosby wasn’t fond of the “Sisters” scene.
Apparently, Bing Crosby was uncomfortable
doing this scene, and in an effort to
loosen him up, Danny Kaye improvised
the bit where he hits him with the
feathered fan. That laughter on
camera is completely authentic!

THE ROSEWOOD AT FORT OGLETHORPE
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

FEATURED RESIDENT
Dorothy Kirk (Dot)
Dot, a native of Alabama, was one of seven children and the oldest girl. She left
school after completing the 6th grade so that she could take care of her siblings
and father after he became ill. Her father passed away when she was twelve years
old, so she took on the responsibility of raising her siblings. She was married at 16,
and had three children of her own. Although her husband was absent most of their
marriage, family was one of her greatest joys. Dot found peace in reading her bible,
and working quilts in her large sewing room. She enjoyed making them to give
as gifts to her neighbors, church members, and those in need. She moved to Fort
Oglethorpe in the 70s where she attended Clearview Baptist Church, and loved
spending time singing in the choir. She accepted the gift of salvation when she was
only 12, despite the hardships she had endured.
Dot was selected as our spotlight resident because of her glowing personality. She has endured so much, but has
not allowed it to make her cold or hard. She is friendly, and always looking for ways to help others and get involved
however she can. Dot is a true joy and inspiration to those that know her. We are so blessed to have her in our
Rosewood family!

REASONS TO SEND OUT HOLIDAY CARDS THIS YEAR
The holiday season is all about family, friends, love, and joy. Sending holiday cards is a great way to
celebrate this incredible holiday, and here are a few reasons why you should consider sending cards
this year.

1. Spread the holiday spirit! Think about how warm and fuzzy you feel when you receive a card from a
friend or family member!? Share the love.
2. Reconnect! Sending a card during the holiday season is a great way to reach back out to folks you may
have lost touch with– just in time for Christmas!
3. Show love. Remind someone how important they are and how much they mean to you with a simple
Christmas card.
4. Practice gratitude. Sitting down and putting pen to paper is a great way to remember your blessings!
A holiday card lets you share that gratitude with someone else too.
So grab a pack of Christmas cards, some stamps, and your favorite pen.
It’s time to spread that Christmas cheer.

WELCOME NEW
RESIDENTS!
Hilda Neighbors
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Happy Birthday!

Resident

Employee

Nell Rogers

Dec. 6

Leeann Chapman

Dec. 2

Robert Weaver

Dec. 17

Marion Bailey

Dec. 7

Carolyn Tanner

Dec. 10

Heather Hawkins

Dec. 15

Gloria Bradlety

Dec. 13

Katie Dixon

Dec. 21

Vera Palmer

Dec. 20

Greg Martin

Dec. 26

JUST FOR FUN
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SAGITTARIUS

TANZANITE

SOUTHERN

STAR

CANDLES

CHRISTMAS

CAPRICORN

BELLS

DECEMBER

JINGLE

TURQUOISE

SHEPHERD

HOLLY

SOLSTICE

CANES

CROSS-WORD
Down
1. What the Anglo-Saxons called December
3. Jingle Bells was composed in 1857, and
is not a _________ Carol
4. Common decoration on a Christmas Tree
7. A December Meteor Shower
10. December’s birth flower
11. In the stock market, December is also
known as _________ rally

Across
2. December 28th is considered to be the

_________ day of the year.
5. One of December’s Zodiac signs
6. December’s traditional birthstone
8. Walt Disney was born in _________
9. December 13th is also known as the festival of

_________
12. Christmas was banned in _________ for
13 years!
THE ROSEWOOD AT FORT OGLETHORPE
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Thank You,

for your outstanding service & care!

IN MEMORY OF

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH

Faye Wise

Katie Dixon

Nurses understand, plan, encourage, wipe tears, bandage,
teach, hold hands, laugh, listen, comfort, monitor, and care, all
without a prescription. Faye was one of our wonderful nurses
in the Memory Care unit. She had been a nurse at Rosewood
since 2016, and she constantly showed how much she
genuinely cared about our residents. Her expertise in the field
was beneficial to our facility, the hospice, and home health
nurses who enter the facility. She proved her commitment
to service time and time again, and was faithful, providing
communication reports to all parties necessary. Faye trained
many nurses over the years, but that was just the tip of the
iceberg. Medication management is extremely important,
but so is comfort care provided to our aging residents. Such
as when Faye brought her curling iron and scissors to style a
resident’s hair or when she brought snacks from home because
she knew how happy it would make a resident. Faye recognized
that music lifted the spirits of memory care residents, and
realized we did not have any musical instruments in the
department. As such, Faye and her husband donated an
electric piano that is played frequently to the delight of our
residents and families. We are thankful for her commitment
and servant leadership. We miss you dearly, Faye!

Katie is a CNA and worked in
Memory Care for three years. She
administers medicine to residents,
makes sure to call in refills,
handles other administrative
tasks, and supervises the other
care staff. We chose Katie as our
Employee of the Month because of her great work
ethic, awesome attitude, and positivity. She is a
team player, speaks to everyone with kindness and
respect, and is great with the residents. They all
talk about her kind, sweet spirit.

ANSWER KEY

Katie was inspired to get into senior care by her
mom — a former Rosewood employee. She grew up
visiting nursing homes and senior living homes,
and has always “had a heart for seniors.” She is
21 years old, and working to become an LPN with
plans of eventually becoming a hospice nurse.
Katie loves to hike or do anything outdoors. She is
highly motivated, and excited for her future. We are
so grateful to have Katie as a part of our Rosewood
team. Thank you for all you do to care for our
residents!

CONNECT WITH US
Facebook.com/RosewoodFortO
RosewoodFortO.com
14 Fort Town Dr. Fort Oglethorpe, GA 30742 | (706) 866-4443 | gpflug@rosewoodforto.com
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